Bonded labour in Paraguay – Lesson Plan
Background

In Paraguay, the indigenous population represents 1.7 per cent of the national population and is the most socially excluded sector of Paraguayan society. Much of the indigenous land was sold off to foreign speculators by the Paraguayan Government in 1885, obliging many indigenous people to become labourers on the estates. Few indigenous people today have access to their own land and those that do lack the capital to use it commercially or cannot live from it because their holding is too small or the land

is infertile. Unemployment is extremely high, with the cattle ranches being the only real source of employment in the Chaco. Over 50 per cent of indigenous people are illiterate as compared with the national average of just seven per cent. The high illiteracy rate amongst indigenous people and the fact that only a fraction speak Spanish, further limits their employment options. Where they are employed, indigenous people are paid less than their Paraguayan colleagues for equal work. Indigenous workers on estates will receive the equivalent of US$35-78 a month whereas other Paraguayans will get US$87-155 a month with housing and food provided free. Of the 164 indigenous communities which live in the Departments of Boquerón and Presidente Hayes, 19 per cent do not have access to a primary school and 46 per cent do not have regular access to any type of health professional. Those living in urban areas also lack access to basic public services. For example, in Casa Pasajera near Filadelfia there is no electricity, sporadic access to water and three latrines for some 400-500 people. Structural discrimination has left tens of thousands of indigenous people without access to jobs, land, education or health care and extremely vulnerable to debt bondage on the estates in the Chaco.

Lesson objectives - students will:

· Use geographical tools to enquire about and understand the location and demography of Paraguay
· Compare and contrast the experience of the indigenous people in Paraguay with the experience of minority groups in Brazil
· Gain greater understanding of the differences between lower income countries and the developed world

· Assess the link between lack of access to basic services, discrimination and contemporary forms of slavery
	Time
	Activity
	Outcome


	10 minutes
	Have students recall the geographical skills they have learned in previous lessons and state 10 facts they know about Brazil
	Pupils remember what they have learned and are motivated for this lesson.

	5 minutes
	Ask students to pinpoint Paraguay on a map and discuss its geographical location and what they know about region that the country sits in
	Pupils to start thinking lesser developed countries and the implications for development and achieving the Millennium Development goals

	5 minutes
	Read the background information on Paraguay to the students
	Pupils to an initial understanding of how debt bondage can take place in Paraguay and the disadvantage and discriminations that indigenous people face which can foster an environment for slavery to occur

	5 minutes
	Break the class up into four groups and choose four people to play each of the characters in the activity. The four individuals are to stay separate from the groups.

Explain that the four characters are thinking about the future, and the have to decide whether to stay where they are or move on to find a new job. The character has four choices for the future. Give each group and each individuals a ‘choices’ card.
	Pupils to adopt characters and empathise with the situations that the different characters experience 

	10 minutes
	Each group thinks of questions to ask the character, e.g 

· what kind of work have you done in the past?

· What is the most important thing in your life?

Meanwhile each character reads his or her character card and makes a choice about their  future (Choices, A, B, C)
	Students to guess which choice the character will make 



	10 minutes
	The four characters visit the four groups, so that each group is questioning one character at a time. Each interview should take 5-10 minutes.

The characters may be asked question that do no relate directly to the information they were given. E.g what is your favourtite TV programme? Which shops do you like the most? In such cases, they need to improvise and think up a suitable answer for their character.
	Students to think about how lack of access to basic services, discrimination and slavery can affect individual’s everyday choices that we take for granted

	5 minutes
	After each interview, the group decides on their choice for the character. If any of the characters have second thoughts about their choice, they can write down their thoughts but are not allowed to change their choice.

Once finished, the characters stand up one by one and the groups give out their verdicts. Now tell the class that if the majority of the verdicts match the character’s choice, then she/he succeeds, if not then the character fails to get his/her choice.
	Students to understand the limitation of choices available to indigenous people in Paraguay.

	5 minutes
	Ask the characters how they feel about the outcome eg: frustrated and angry that they didn’t get their choice or happy that they did. Did they want to change their original choice at any time? Why?


	Students to understand how people in debt bondage and at risk of debt bondage are constrained by their situation and in most cases can do very little to change it.

	15 minutes
	Engage students in discussion around the following questions:

· Which of the characters was in the strongest position and why?

· Why do poor and indigenous people tend to have less choices in life? 

· What kind of human rights violation can indigenous groups experience in Paraguay?
· How do the experiences of individuals in Paraguay differ to experiences in the UK? What are the underlying causes of these differences? (Encourage students to think about access to basic resources, perhaps sufficient legal protection and implementation of laws on human rights and anti-discrimination- students may also think about instances in the UK where slavery may occur)
	Students  to pull together all the information they have  learned during the lesson.


CHARACTER CARDS
Indigenous small farmer

You have worked on your family’s land all your life and grow vegetables which you sell in the local market. However the land is very small and so you do not make enough money selling vegetables to feed your two sons and one daughter.

Why you want to stay:

Your family has managed to hold on to their land over the last hundred years and most of your neighbours do not have their own land. You like the independence working on your own land provides. At least you know do not have to answer to anyone and work in a ranch knowing the discrimination that you will face by being paid less for your work because you belong to an indigenous group.

Why you want to leave
There have been droughts which has resulted in less vegetables being grown and your family is going hungry three out of seven nights a week. A local ranch is expanding. The owner wants to buy your land, but the price he is offering is too low, but he is threatening you ad you family if you do not agree.
Daughter of small farmer
You have to help your parents on the farm every day. You parents cannot afford the uniform and books to send you to school, but you want an education more than anything else, so you do not end up in the same situation as your parents. 

Why you want to stay
You love your parents and are very proud of how hard your day works to keep the land. Most of your friend parents have to work on ranches and end up owing the ranch owners lots of money. You know that they type of work available to you is that of a domestic worker. Your friend went to work as a criadago (stay in child domestic worker) in the city and hated it. She was away from her family and had to do all the chores in the house which left her with little time to concentrate on her studying. She came back home as she only went away to get an education, but because of her all chores, she could not concentrate in school. You do not want to have the same experience.
Why you want to leave

You once visited your distant relative in the city and saw your cousins going to school and speaking fluent Spanish. You would one day like to become a teacher so you can help educate children in your village. If you go to stay with your family in the city at least you will be able to go to school. You think your family will be nice to you and not make you work all the time.
Day labourer
Your  family has lived in Boqueron for generations. Your parents were illiterate and you were never sent to schools. You work on a plantation and are paid half of what theother labourers get paid because you are an indigenous person. You also do not get the free housing and food that they do. On top of that, because you had to borrow some money from your boss to pay for your mum’s hospital bills, you cannot leave to find better work until all the debt is paid off.
Why you want to stay

There are no other jobs available for people of your status. You are illieterate, cannot speak Spanish, so leaving for the city would be pointless. This is where your family has lived for generations and you do not see any way of getting out of this situation and you want to honour the debts that you owe.

Why you want to leave

You are effectively a slave, bonded in labour to the ranch owner and you have to keep borrowing money from other people as your wages are cut even lower now and you cannot afford any more medication for your sick mother. Your wife and two children now also have to work on the ranch, but they are not paid anything at all. You feel that you have failed them as a husband and a father. You want to provide for your family and educate your children and you have heard that there are well paid jobs in the city.
Son of a ranch owner 
You have been to university and are keen to have a well paid job. You now work for your father who owns a large cattle ranch. He is keen that you have an important role within the family business.
Why you want to stay

You live a very comfortable life in your big house with plenty of domestic servants. Your father is very proud of the family business, and you don no want to let him down by choosing another career. You also know that business is good and the ranch is expanding.
Why you want to leave

While at university you enjoyed being in the city. Most of your friends still live there and you miss being with them. You also know that there are more exciting jobs in the city that could earn you a lot of money.

CHOICES
A)
Get a job on the local ranch

B) Move to the city

C) Stay where you are

